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Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 DURBAN 00114 241302Z 

43 

ACTION AF-06 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-07 INT-05 PRS-01 /020 W 

072802 

R 241215Z MAR 75 
FM AMCONSUL DURBAN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1937 
USDOC WASHDC 
INFO AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG 
AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 

UNCLAS DURBAN 0114 

CAPE TOWN ALSO FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: BTIO, ENRG, SF 

SUBJ: ISCOR TO IMPORT FOREIGN COAL 

REF: DURBAN 84; MASERU 246 

1. MINISTER OF ECONOMIC AFFAIRS J.C. HEUNIS, ACCORDING TO 
PRESS REPORTS, HAS INFORMED PARLIAMENT THAT AN "IMMINENT- 
NEED EXISTS FOR IMPORTATION OF BETWEEN 500,000 AND ONE 
MILLION TONS OF FOREIGN HIGH QUALITY METALLURGICAL COAL. 

HE CITED LABOR SHORTAGES FOLLOWING RECENT RIOTS IN NATAL 
COLLIERIES (REFTELS) AS HAVING BROUGHT ABOUT SHORTAGE OF 
LOCAL COAL. PROBLEM FURTHER AGGRAVATED BY TRANSPORTATION 
DIFFICULTIES, DESPITE SOUTH AFRICAN RAILWAYS "FULL COOPERA- 
TION", AND UNFORESEEN DELAYS IN DELIVERY OF HIGH GRADE COAL 
FROM MOZAMBIQUE. WHEN QUESTIONED IN PARLIAMENT BY A UNITED 
PARTY REPRESENTATIVE, MINISTER WAS UNABLE TO STATE POSSIBLE 
SOURCE OF THE FOREIGN COAL NOR ANTICIPATED COST THEREOF. 

2. COMMENT: THE ABOVE IS SUBMITTED AS A POSSIBLE TRADE 
OPPORTUNITY FOR INTERESTED UNITED STATES COAL EXPORTERS. 
HOLMES 
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